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Kangraoos
Kangaroos are the largest marsupial.

They can be very dangerous because of
their powerful back legs and their claws.

Baby kangaroos are called joeys. Joeys
will often jump head-first into their
mother’s pouch when they are scared!
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Crocodiles
Both freshwater and saltwater crocodiles
can be found in Australia.

Saltwater crocodiles are the biggest
crocodiles in the world. Males can grow
as big as five metres long!

They have the strongest bite of any animal
in the world.
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Endangered Species

Australia has many endangered species, with 86 types of animal
being critically endangered. This means they are at risk of
becoming extinct (when there are no more left in the world). It
is important that they are protected so we can make sure they
don’t disappear from the world altogether.
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TIMELINE OF ABORIGINAL HISTORY

It is difficult to work out exactly when humans first came to Australia as there is no
written record of when this occurred. What we do know s that the first occupation
of Australia occurred many thousands of years ago. Historical evidence found in
Australia suggests that the first inhabitants
arrived between 50 000 and 60 000 years
ago, but it may have been almost 100 000
years ago.

It is believed that the last Ice Age may have
formed a land bridge between the Islands of
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Australia.
This meant that sea level was 130 metres
lower than its is today so people could have
walked from South East Asia to Australia.
Now you have to get in a boat and sail
across the Timor Sea.

Huge land mass

Australia, Tasmania
& New Guinea
all joined
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Humans used this land bridge caused by the
ice age from about 80000 years ago and
were able to migrate by walking to Australia
for many thousands of years. The earth
began to warm up again and the sea levels
_/ Tasmania and rose. About 12 000 years ago Tasmania was
< Papua New Guinea cut off by rising sea levels. This meant that

ot

cut off by the Aboriginal People of Tasmania were cut
rising waters § off from the rest of Australia.

T\
5.

~ ‘About 8000 years ago the rising sea levels

cut off Australia from Papua New Guinea
and Indonesia. No longer could humans
walk to Australia.

Aboriginal people moved from northern Australia to the south over many thousands
of years. The most famous archaelogical site for Aboriginal occupation is Lake
Mungo in Western New South Wales. Evidence of human life in this region extends
back to 50 000 years ago. Archaeologists even found the skeletons of extinct animals
such as the Tasmanian Tiger at Lake Mungo.
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Some of the earliest recorded sites of Aboriginal occupation in Victoria are 30 000
years old. Stone tools and bones from animals were found in the Maribyrnong Valley.
As the Aboriginal people moved south, they crossed over Bass Strait into Tasmania.
At this time in history, Bass Strait was not covered by the sea because of the ice age.
It is thought that humans first reached Tasmania 20 000 years ago.

Aboriginal settlement in Sydney has a long history as well. It is thought that the
Eora people have inhabited the area around Sydney Harbour for more than 15 000
years. They fished extensively in this coastal environment with the oldest bone
fishing hook thought to be 1000 years old. At this time there were more than 300
different Aboriginal groups in Australia with a population of more than 500 000.

In 1770 Captain James Cook sailed along the East Coast of Australia and this lead to
the invasion of Australia in 1788 of British colonists. These British people settled in
Sydney Harbour just over 200 years ago. This very small period of European history
in Australia is just 1 centimetre from the end of your timeline.
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The Eora People of Sydney and their food

The area around Sydney Harbour is rich with food. The Eora people lived well on
fish and shellfish. There was also a wide variety of available animals, like yurungi
(wild duck), mirral (crested pigeon), bunmarra (lizard) and bulada (snake).

Men and boys fished with a variety of spears from the shores or from canoes,
depending on the prey and the weather. Women fished with a line and hook and
Jagged for fish using oysters and shellfish for burly. The lines were made from the
bark of kurrajongs tree, with a stone sinker and a shell hook. Both men and women
used nuwi - light bark canoes. They fished during the day and at night, and would
carry on board a small fire, which would repel insects, provide light and warmth,
and could be used for cooking.

Can you think of any other types of food the Aborigines may have eaten?
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Long, long in the Dreamtime, the earth lay flat and still. Nothing

]
= moved and nothing grew.
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her slumber and came

One day, a beautiful snake awoke from
out from under the ground. This snake was known as the
Rainbow Serpent.
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= She travelled for a very long time, far and wide. As she made her
@ vy across the land, her body formed mountains, valleys and

riverbeds. The Rainbow Serpent was the Dreamtime creature who
- shaped the earth.
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After all of her travelling, she grew tired. She curled up and

=
= began to sleep.
y
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= After some rest, she returned to the place where she had first
g cppeared and called out to the frogs, “Come out!” The frogs woke
g% 1P vers slowly because they had 5o much water in their belles
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B B Rainbow el e o e
g to il the tracks that the Rainbow Serpent had left. This is how
‘ the lakes and rivers were formed.





image17.png
= After this, water, grass and trees began to grow. All the other
— animals that lived in rocks, on the plains, in the trees and the air
’ began to wake up and follow the Rainbow Serpent. They were all
a happy with the earth.





image18.png
S~ —

The Rainbow Serpent said, “Those who obey will be rewarded; I
shall give them human form. But, for those who don't, they will
be punished and turned to stone.”
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= The tribes of people lived together on the land given to them by
— the Rainbow Serpent. They knew that the land would always be
’ theirs, as long as they took care of it. They believed that no one
- should ever take it away from them.
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Plants

Indigenous Australians
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Where is Australia?

Where is the United Kingdom?
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Australia

Australia is the world's sixth
largest country.

Around 24 million people live
in Australia, which is not
that many considering how
large it is! By comparison, 65
million people live in the
United Kingdom.
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However, you could fit the United Kingdom into Australia 22 times!
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Australia

The name Australia means
‘southl. Australia is in the
southern part (hemisphere)
of the world.

N
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It would take you almost a whole day to
fly from the United Kingdom to Australia.
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Climate

Australia’s seasons are the
opposite to the seasons in the
United Kingdom. When the
UK is in winter, Australia is
! in their summer and when
the UK is in summer,
Australia is in their winter.

Mostly, summertime is very hot and dry.
Summer lasts from December to March.
People celebrate Christmas on the beach!
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Climate

In the desert, it doesn't rain very
much but in the north of the
country, it can rain lots. They
have a wet season where heavy
rains flood the land. This is called
monsoon season.

New South Wales, Victoria and
Tasmania are the coldest areas in
Australia and they usually get
snow in the winter.
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Physical Features

Most of Australia is made up
of desert, called the Outback.

Temperatures in the Outback
range from as high as 50°C
on summer days, to -10°C
during winter nights.

Australia also has rainforests.

The Daintree Rainforest is the
oldest rainforest in the world.
You can find more than 1200
types of insects here!

AWV 4
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Physical Features

The Murray
River is the
longest river
in Australia.
It is 1558

miles long!

Australia is an island. It
has coastline all around
it and beautiful beaches.

The Australian Alps are Australia’s
largest mountain range.
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Physical Features

'- P, a
* Uluru (also called Ayers Rock) is

located in the centre of Australia.

Uluru is 348 metres high and over
600 million years old!

The Great Barrier Reef is the
biggest coral reef in the world.

It is 1400 miles long and is home
to more than 1500 species of fish!
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Human Features

Canberra is the capital city of Australia.

Canberra
There are also lots of other big cities, >
such as Sydney, Melbourne, Perth and
Brisbane. These cities are all near to the
coast. Alice Springs is the main city in
the Outback.
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Human Features

The Sydney Harbour Bridge
is also very famous.

Sydney is the oldest city in Australia.

It is famous for one of the most
recognisable landmarks in the world;
the Sydney Opera House.





image36.png
(.C"" DN —— "

Australian Wildlife

Australia has lots of unique wildlife.
Some cannot be found naturally
anywhere else in the world!

These include koalas, kangaroos,
kookaburras, emus and platypuses.





image37.png
'_ ~—— I

Australian Wildlife

Australia is also home to lots
of dangerous creatures, such as
venomous snakes and spiders!

Sydney funnel web spider
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Quick Quiz!

Around 24 million people

1. He le Li Australia? o -
ow many people live in Australia’ live in Australia.

2. Where do lots of people celebrate Lots of people celebrate
Christmas in Australia? Christmas on the beach.

3. What is the desert area
in Australia called?

The desert area in Australia is
called the Outback.
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Quick Quiz!

4. How many types of insects can you  You can find more than 1200
find in the Daintree Rainforest? types of insects.

I 5. What is Uluru also known as?

Uluru is also known as Agers

Rock.
6. Name two venomous creatures Venomous snakes and spiders
that can be found in Australia. can be found in Australia.
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Culture

The Australian National Flag was
first flown in 1901 and has since
then become a significant part of
the Australian identity. The
Australian National Flag is used at
many significant events such as
ANZAC Day, National
Reconciliation Day, Olympic Games
and at different services for
community groups. It

is also seen at federal and state
parliaments.

Australian Flag The Australian National Flag has
three elements on its blue

background. The flag contains the
Union Jack, the Commonwealth
Star and the Southern Cross.
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Australian Flag

The Union Jack in the upper left corner acknowledges the history
of British settlement.

The white Commonwealth or k‘ '/ *

Federation Star has seven points.

These points represent the unity >, N * *

of the six states and the
territories of Australia that *
occurred on 1% January 1901.

This star can also be seen on the

Commonwealth Coat of Arms. *

The Southern Cross is shown on the right hand side of the flag. This
constellation of five stars can only be seen in the southern hemisphere
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Australian Aboriginal Flag

The Australian Aboriginal Flag is very significant to Australia’s history
and culture. It shows the connection that Indigenous Australians have
with this land. The flag is commonly flown alongside the Australian
National Flag, as well as the Torres Strait Islander Flag, in recognition of
Australia’s first people.

This is a very common practice right around Australia, especially by
councils, schools and libraries. The flag is also displayed at Australian
Aboriginal centres and is well recognised. It has special importance on
days of particular significance to Indigenous Australians, such as
NAIDOC Week and National Reconciliation Week.
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Australian Aboriginal Flag

The black colour symbolises
Aboriginal Peoples.

The yellow circle represents
the sun. The sun is the giver of
life and protector of the people
and their land.

The red colour represents the
earth. The red ochre (crumbly
red rock) is used in ceremonies
and is and is Aboriginal Peoples’
spiritual relation to the land.
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Floral Emblem

Australia’s national flower is the
golden wattle. It displays the
national colours of green and gold.
It was unofficially accepted as the
national floral emblem to mark
Federation in 1901. The wattle is
able to withstand Australia’s
droughts, winds and bushfires.
This resilience helps to represent
the spirit of the Australian people.

Aboriginal Peoples soak the gum of
the wattle in water to make a
sweet water drink.

The tannin from the bark was
also known for its antiseptic
properties. The golden wattle
has also been used as a symbol
of remembrance and reflection
on days of mourning.
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Quick Facts about
Australia’s Culture

Australia is a multicultural Capital City
country. People from around the | Canberra
world have migrated to Australia
and have brought with them
their own culture and a diverse
range of wonderful food too.

Climate: Ranges from tropical Territories
to temperate. Most of Australia Northern Territory
is dry land or desert. Australian Capital Territory
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More Quick Facts about
Australia’s Culture

Kakadu National Park
The Great Barrier Reef
The Three Sisters
Sydney Opera House
Sydney Harbour Bridge
Port Arthur

The Great Ocean Road
The Twelve Apostles
Wave Rock

Uluru (Ayres Rock)
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Food

Australia has a rich variety of
foods and drinks which have been
adopted and adapted since
colonisation. Due to Australia
being a multicultural country,
there are many new and foreign
foods that have transformed the
styles and ways Australian food is
cooked and served.

In the early colonial days, there
was a lot of originality and

innovation in cooking. Indigenous
Australians were known to use the

plants and animals from the earth
to fuel their bodies. Seafood, such
as fish, turtle and oysters, native
game, such as kangaroo and emu,
and vegetables, as well as native
fruits, berries and nuts were
among these foods that they ate.
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Food

The following foods are the ones that Australians are very well known for:
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School

School education in Australia is
compulsory between the ages of
five/six and sixteen/seventeen.
The Australian school year begins
at the end of January and finishes
in mid-December. The school year
consists of four terms which
usually contain between nine

and eleven weeks each. The school
system is 13 years long and is
divided up into three sections.

Primary School: This runs for
seven to eight years. It often
starts at Kindergarten
(Preparatory) through to Year 6.

Secondary School: This runs for
four years. It starts in Year 7 and
goes through to Year 10.
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School

Tertiary education includes both
higher education (which is
completed at universities) and also
vocational education and training
(VET). This education is optional
and not all students will choose to
complete further studies after they
have finished secondary and senior
secondary schooling.

Australian schools help students
to develop communication skills,
self-discipline and respect for
themselves, their peers and their
world. Students are offered a
broad curriculum in the key
learning areas of English,
mathematics, science, history,
society and the environment, art,
languages, technology, health
and physical education, religion,
music and sport.
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School

How is this picture the same as the school you are used to?
What is different?
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Things To Do

Research how and when people = Find out what Bush Tucker is

migrated to Australia. and which wild foods are safe
Plan a trip to Australia. How to eat.

long would you go for? What - Invent a new coat of arms for
would you do every day? How your country. Label the

much would it cost? different parts of it, giving
Research some of the National reasons for why they have been
Landmarks of Australia. included.

Find and make an Australian

recipe.
Write a diary entry for a child
in an Australian school. Think
about what lessons you would
have, what might be in your
lunchbox and where your
school might be.
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Map skills
Direction

In this
activity, we
will learn
how to use
the points of
the compass
to show
direction on
a map.

Indian Ocean

NORTHERN
TERRITORY

e | QUEENSLAND moiv
WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

SOUTH
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Australia is a large country with lots of interesting natural
wildlife. Read on to find out some fascinating facts about some
of its more well-known animals.

Where Is Australia?

Types of Australian Animals
Many animals in Australia
can't be found anywhere else
in the world. There are more
than 800 species (types) of
birds, 4000 species of fish and
50 species of ocean mammals
in Australia.

Australia

AN




image3.png
Koalas

Although many people call them ‘koala bears’,
koalas aren’t actually bears. They are a type
of animal called a marsupial (the same kind
of animal as a kangaroo).

Koalas even have a pouch, like a kangaroo!

Dingoes
Dingoes are related to wolves.

Some people in Australia think
dingoes are pests because they
attack farm animals. In 1855, a
fence was built to keep dingoes out
of the south-east of the country.
At over 3000 miles long, it is the
longest fence in the world!
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Wombats
Wombats are also a type of marsupial,
like koalas.

They have a pouch but it is backwards-
facing. This is because wombats spend
a lot of their time digging and it stops
them flicking dirt on their babies!




